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In this lecture we will:

 Focus on records and resources found online, in family collections, 
and in libraries/archives

 Overview of a reasonably exhaustive search

 Utilize information and data to further personal, scholarly, and 
communal genealogical research

We will not:

 Narrate every decision made or outcome from famous battles

 Argue over viewpoints of a person/army/side/ personal point of 
view





https://www.dodmwrlibraries.org/biography-genealogy

https://www.dodmwrlibraries.org/biography-genealogy


 Maine

 New York

 New 
Hampshire

 Vermont

 Massachusetts

 Connecticut

 Rhode Island

 Pennsylvania

 New Jersey

 Ohio

 Indiana

 Illinois

 Kentucky

 Kansas

 Michigan

 Missouri

 Wisconsin

 Minnesota

 Iowa

 California

 Nevada

 Oregon

 West Virginia



 Kentucky

 Missouri

 Kansas

 Nebraska Territory

 Colorado Territory

Both Union and Confederate Units were formed or originated from these areas.  Union records will be kept at the 
National Archives, and Confederate records are stored on a local or state level

Information on regiments which fought in western skirmishes may found War Department records and are available 
for research in at the National Archives

African-Americans who served or assisted with the Confederate forces is a growing field of research.  Fold3 has a 
great topic page to assist with research:                                                                                    
http://www.fold3.com/page/1201_confederate_african_americanscivil_war/



 Enlistment Records/ Separation Papers

 Draft Records

 Muster Rolls

 Service Records

 Soldier & Regiment Lists

 Lists of Deserters 

 Headstone Records

 Hospital Registers

 Prisoner of War Records

 Maps

 Inspection Reports

 Newspapers



 Homestead Applications

 Pension Records

 Headstone Application Files

 Interviews

 Regimental Histories

 Veterans Organizations

 County Histories

 Veterans Homes

 Newspapers

 Veterans Administration Master Index Cards

 Obituaries

 Statues and Monuments



 Ancestry (Ancestry.com or Ancestry 
Library Edition)

 Fold3 - www.fold3.com

 Family Search – www.familysearch.org

 Chronicling America Historic 
Newspapers 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

 FromThePage – www.fromthepage.com

 Grand Army of the Republic Records 
http://www.garrecords.org/

 Library of Congress Civil War Maps 
Collection 
https://www.loc.gov/collections/civil-
war-maps/about-this-collection/

 Civil War Soldiers & Sailors System 
- http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-
soldiers.htm

 American Battlefield Trust -
https://www.battlefields.org/

 National Archives -
https://www.archives.gov/research/mi
litary/civil-war

 Internet Archive -
https://archive.org/

 HathiTrust -
https://www.hathitrust.org/

http://www.fold3.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://www.fromthepage.com/
http://www.garrecords.org/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/civil-war-maps/about-this-collection/
http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers.htm
https://www.battlefields.org/
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war
https://archive.org/
https://www.hathitrust.org/


 Did my ancestor serve?
 Family Stories

 Photographs

 Obituaries

 Headstone Information

 County History

 1890 Veterans Census, 1910 & 1930 Federal 
Census

 Homestead Records
Unidentified Civil War veteran and unidentified 

World War I soldier. Photo by Schriever, between 

1914 and 1918. https://goo.gl/MQR93E

https://goo.gl/MQR93E


 Dates of Service
 Military Enlistment Registers
 Discharge Papers
 Muster Rolls
 Military Service File
 Soldier Pension/Widow’s Pension Record
 Veterans Administration Master Index Card

 Rank and Unit Information
 Military Enlistment Registers
 Soldier Pension/Widow’s Pension Record
 Military Service File
 Unit Rosters/Muster Rolls
 Discharge Papers
 Enlistment Forms
 Unit Histories
 County/State Histories
 Lineage Societies



 Ancestry
 U.S. Civil War Soldiers Database

 Civil War Pension Files American Civil War Soldiers

 U.S. Civil War Draft Registration Records 1863-1865

 U.S., Civil War Draft Registrations Records, 1863-1865

 U.S. Civil War Soldiers Records and Profiles 

 Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files 

 U.S. Civil War POW Records 

 U.S. Colored Troops Military Service Records, 1861–1865 

 U.S., Returns from Military Posts, 1806-1916

 U.S. National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 1866-1938

 U.S., Registers of Deaths of Volunteers, 1861-1865

 Headstones Provided for Deceased Union Civil War Veterans, 1861-1904



 Ancestry (continued)
 U.S., Civil War Draft Registrations Records, 1863-1865

 U.S., Union Soldiers Compiled Service Records, 1861-1865

 US, African American Civil War Sailor Index, 1861-1865

 U.S., Descriptive Lists of Colored Volunteer Army Soldiers, 1864

 U.S., Registers of Deaths in the Regular Army, 1860-1889

 U.S., Registers of Deaths in the Regular Army, 1860-1889

 U.S. Returns from Regular Army Infantry Regiments, 1821-1916

 Ancestry Union Naval Records
 U.S. Navy Pensions Index, 1861-1910

 U.S., Naval Enlistment Rendezvous, 1855-1891

 U.S., Naval Hospital Tickets and Case Papers, 1825-1889

 U.S., Navy Casualties Books, 1776-1941



 Fold3
 Army Register of Enlistments, 1798-1914

 Army Registers, 1798-1969

 Final Statements, 1862-1899

 Civil War Pension Index and Files

 Widow’s Pension Files

 US Veterans Administration Pension Payment Cards

 Fold3 Union Naval Records
 Naval Enlistment Weekly Returns, 1855-1891

 Navy and Marine Corps Officers, 1775-1900

 Navy Casualty Reports, 1776-1941

 Navy Survivors' Certificates (Approved and Disapproved)

 Navy Widows' Certificates (Approved and Disapproved)



 Fold3 and Ancestry
 Army Register of Enlistments 1789-1914

Munroe, James Rapahoe, Donegal, Ireland

Moran, Michael Leinster, Ireland

Moerz, William Willenberg or Wittenberg Germany



Proclamation Granting Amnesty to Soldiers Absent Without Leave - March 10, 1863   https://shorturl.at/GM8y4

Proclamation Offering Pardon to Deserters - March 11, 1865    https://shorturl.at/0T4jE

https://shorturl.at/GM8y4
https://shorturl.at/0T4jE


Headstones Provided for Deceased Union Civil War Veterans, 1861-1904

• Congress passed a series of acts 

providing headstones and burials for 

honorably discharged Civil War 

veterans in both national and private 

cemeteries

• Contains headstone information 

provided by the government for 

deceased veterans of the War of 

1812 & the Civil War 

• Most soldiers included in this 

database died between 1861 and 

1903, and gravestones were erected 

between 1879 and 1903



U.S., Headstone Applications for Military Veterans, 1925 - 1963 



 FamilySearch

Records vary by state
 Civil War Service Records

 Civil War Pension & Widows Pension Records

 Freedmen’s Bureau Records

 Old Soldier Homes

 Veterans Cemetery Records and Burial Cards

 1890 Census of Veterans and Widows

 Applications for U.S. Military Veterans, 1925-1949

 United States Records of Headstones of Deceased Union 
Veterans, 1879-1903

 United States Veterans Administration Pension Payment 
Cards, 1907-1933





 Veteran Name

 Company

 Regiment

 Enrollment Date

 Discharge Date

 Discharge Place

 Reason for Discharge

 Birth Place and Date

 Physical Characteristics

 Signatures and Certifications



 Name
 Enlistment/Induction 

Location & Date
 Service Details (Company, 

Unit)
 Discharge Date
 Military Disability 

Information
 Birthplace and Date (or age)
 Religion and Occupation
 Residence (Street Address, 

City, County, State)
 Marital Status & Name and 

Address of Nearest RelativeSupplement this with an enlistment 
record! 

National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 1866-1938 – FamilySearch 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1916230

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1916230


 FamilySearch
 Grand Army of the Republic

 Roster of the Department of Pennsylvania, Grand Army of the Republic

 Roster of the Post Membership of the Department of Kansas, Grand Army of 
the Republic

 Grand Army of the Republic Records, Iowa Posts : Indexes to Veterans ; Post 
Membership Records

 Grand Army of the Republic Utah membership

 Journal of the Annual Encampment, Department of Michigan, Grand Army 
of the Republic



Civil War General Pension Index for David D. Rhodes of Van Wert, Ohio



National Archives

https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-
service-records/pre-ww-1-records

CivilWarRecords.com
Record Retrieval & Research at the National Archives

www.civilwarrecords.com

http://www.civilwarrecords.com/


Confederate Records 1861 and Beyond



 Confederate soldiers and sailors enlisted or were recruited 
at a local and state level

 Most individuals received discharges, pensions, payment 
receipts, and other paperwork at a local or state level.  

 All pension applications for assistance were reviewed by a 
board to ensure the veteran had no other means of 
support

 Depending on the state, widows and children were eligible 
for support on a case by case basis

 Special censuses for veterans were collected periodically



 Fold3
 Confederate Amnesty Papers
 Confederate Casualty Reports
 Confederate Citizens File
 Confederate Letters, 1861-1865
 Confederate Navy Subject File
 General Orders of Confederate War Dept

 Ancestry
 U.S., Confederate Army Casualty Lists and Reports, 1861-1865
 U.S., Records of Confederate Prisoners of War, 1861-1865
 U.S., Pardons Under Amnesty Proclamations, 1865-1869
 Confederate Applications for Presidential Pardons, 1865-1867
 Pension Applications and Records - Alabama, Arkansas, 

Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, Texas, Virginia



 FamilySearch (Familysearch.org)

Records vary by state
 Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers
 County and State Pension Rolls, Indexes, and Records
 State Veterans Censuses
 Regimental Histories and Rosters
 Applications Confederate Veteran Homes
 Confederate States Army Casualties: Lists and Narrative 

reports
 Artificial Limb Vouchers for Confederate Service (South 

Carolina), 1867-1869, 1880-1887
 Muster lists of the Cherokee Confederate Indians
 Register of Confederate Soldiers, Sailors and Citizens 

who Died in Federal Prisons and Military Hospitals in the 
North, 1861-1865



 Enlistment Oaths and Discharges

 Consent for a Minor

 Discharge – (Requests, Denials, Recommendations)

 Payments – (Requests or Receipts)

 Confederate Amnesty Papers

 Pension Applications

 Southern Claims Commission Files

 Veteran Groups & Reunions

 Newspaper Obituaries



The federal government required men who had supported the Confederacy to take an oath of allegiance to the United States 
or obtain a presidential pardon before they could regain enfranchisement

Samuel BrysonPatrick Hendrick

Georgia Reconstruction Registration Oath Books, 1867-1868  (FamilySearch)

Born in Ireland and naturalized on 27th of August 1866 in the County Court of Chatham County Born in Ireland and naturalized in September 1857 in the City Court of Philadelphia Penn.



 Veteran Name, place and date of birth, previous and current residency

 Physical injuries and conditions

 Name of wife and dependents

 Property ownership and income

 Witness accounts and affidavits

 Widow and dependent pension applications



Russel Jones

Pension Application

Douglas County, GA

February 1, 1902

Length – 13 Pages



 Confederate Veteran Magazine (1893-1930) 
 Internet Archive https://bit.ly/2SH2A0r

 United Confederate Veteran Association Pamphlets, Reunion 
Books, Official Programs, and Meeting Minutes
 Internet Archive and Google Books

 UCVA Archive Collection
 Louisiana State University -

https://www.lib.lsu.edu/sites/default/files/sc/findaid/1357.pdf

https://bit.ly/2SH2A0r
https://www.lib.lsu.edu/sites/default/files/sc/findaid/1357.pdf


 Alabama, U.S., Questionnaires of Widows of Confederate Soldiers, 1927 
(Ancestry)

 Arkansas Confederate Veterans Questionnaires 
https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/confederate-veterans-
questionnaires/

 New York, U.S., State Veterans' Questionnaires, 1861-1991 (Ancestry)

 Tennessee Civil War Veterans' Questionnaires 
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/tennessee-civil-war-veterans-
questionnaires

 Utah, U.S., Military Records, 1861-1970 (Ancestry)

https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/confederate-veterans-questionnaires/
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/tennessee-civil-war-veterans-questionnaires


Thank You!


