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Civil War Records & Genealogy

In this lecture we will:

e Focus on records and resources found online, in family collections,
and in libraries/archives

e Overview of a reasonably exhaustive search

e Utilize information and data to further personal, scholarly, and
communal genealogical research

We will not:
e Narrate every decision made or outcome from famous battles

e Argue over viewpoints of a person/army/side/ personal point of
view
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Biography & Genealogy

ANCESTRY

Ancestry offers access to billions of names
from more than 4,000 genealogical databases.
Censuses from the U.S., Canada, United
Kingdom (U.K.) Ireland, and more than 150
million military records are available.

Home Locations How Dol.? Digital Collections (A-Z)

THESE INSTRUCTIONS

% GALE
GALE IN CONTEXT

Biography

GALE IN CONTEXT: BIOGRAPHY

Gale in Context: Biography offers access to
thousands of both contemporary and historical
biographies.

Access
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FOLD3 =

Fold3 allows users access to US military .
records, including the stories, photos and §
personal documents of those who served from ¥

the Revolutionary War onward.
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https://www.dodmwrlibraries.org/biography-genealogy
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Union and Confederate Units
Kentucky

Missouri

Kansas

.i : R0 i &
Nebraska Territory v —
INDIAN TERF e

Colorado Territory < N

Both Union and Confederate Units were formed or originated from these areas. Union records will be kept at the
National Archives, and Confederate records are stored on a local or state level

Information on regiments which fought in western skirmishes may found War Department records and are available
for research in at the National Archives

African-Americans who served or assisted with the Confederate forces is a growing field of research. Fold3 hasa
great topic page to assist with research:
http://www.fold3.com/page/1201_confederate_african_americanscivil_war/
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Union Military Records — 1861 to 1865

e Enlistment Records/ Separation Papers
e Draft Records

e Muster Rolls

e Service Records

e Soldier & Regiment Lists
e Lists of Deserters

e Headstone Records

e Hospital Registers

e Prisoner of War Records
e Maps

e Inspection Reports

e Newspapers
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Union Records — After the War

Homestead Applications :
Pension Records

Headstone Application Files
Interviews

Regimental Histories
Veterans Organizations

County Histories

Veterans Homes

Newspapers

Veterans Administration Master Index Cards
Obituaries

Statues and Monuments
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Websites for Union Veteran Research

' o Ancestry (Ancestry.com or Ancestry e Civil War Soldiers & Sailors System |

b Library Edition) - http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-
e Fold3 - www.fold3.com colilicre Rt _

& ¢ Family Search - www.familysearch.org

= vy . SHEI50 e American Battlefield Trust -
= o Chronicling America Historic httoe A unrbatiloholl o
- Newspapers = : o

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov e National Archives -

& o FromThePage - www.fromthepage.com  https://www.archives.gov/research/

& o Grand Army of the Republic Records  litary/civil-war
b http://www.garrecords.org/

e Internet Archive -
https://archive.org/

e Library of Congress Civil War Maps
Collection .

B https://www.loc.gov/collections/civil- ~ ® HathiTrust -
4 war-maps/about-this-collection/ https://www.hathitrust.org/
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http://www.fold3.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://www.fromthepage.com/
http://www.garrecords.org/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/civil-war-maps/about-this-collection/
http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers.htm
https://www.battlefields.org/
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war
https://archive.org/
https://www.hathitrust.org/
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e Did my ancestor serve?

e Family Stories -
e Photographs 2
R

e Obituaries

e Headstone Information

e County History

= * 1890 Veterans Census, 1910 & 1930 Federal

v

. Census
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% ¢ Homestead Records &
’ Unidentified Civil War veteran and unidentified =
= World War | soldier. Photo by Schriever, between ”

: 1914 and 1918. https:/goo.q/MOR93E i
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Records for Umon Veteran Research

e Dates of Service
e Military Enlistment Registers
Discharge Papers
Muster Rolls
Military Service File
Soldier Pension/Widow’s Pension Record
Veterans Administration Master Index Card

e Rank and Unit Information

Military Enlistment Registers

Soldier Pension/Widow’s Pension Record
Military Service File

Unit Rosters/Muster Rolls

Discharge Papers

Enlistment Forms

Unit Histories

County/State Histories

Lineage Societies
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Web51tes for Umon Veteran Research

e Ancestry
U.S. Civil War Soldiers Database
Civil War Pension Files American Civil War Soldiers
U.S. Civil War Draft Registration Records 1863-1865
U.S., Civil War Draft Registrations Records, 1863-1865
U.S. Civil War Soldiers Records and Profiles

Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files

U.S. Civil War POW Records

U.S. Colored Troops Military Service Records, 1861-1865

U.S., Returns from Military Posts, 1806-1916

U.S. National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 1866-1938

U.S., Registers of Deaths of Volunteers, 1861-1865

Headstones Provided for Deceased Union Civil War Veterans, 1861-1904
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Web51tes for Umon Veteran Research

e Ancestry (continued)
U.S., Civil War Draft Registrations Records, 1863-1865
U.S., Union Soldiers Compiled Service Records, 1861-1865
US, African American Civil War Sailor Index, 1861-1865
U.S., Descriptive Lists of Colored Volunteer Army Soldiers, 1864
U.S., Registers of Deaths in the Regular Army, 1860-1889
U.S., Registers of Deaths in the Regular Army, 1860-1889
U.S. Returns from Regular Army Infantry Regiments, 1821-1916

e Ancestry Union Naval Records
U.S. Navy Pensions Index, 1861-1910

U.S., Naval Enlistment Rendezvous, 1855-1891
U.S., Naval Hospital Tickets and Case Papers, 1825-1889
U S Navy Casualties Books, 1776-1941
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Websites fo

e Fold3
Army Register of Enlistments, 1798-1914
Army Registers, 1798-1969
Final Statements, 1862-1899
Civil War Pension Index and Files
Widow’s Pension Files
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US Veterans Administration Pension Payment Cards
e Fold3 Union Naval Records
e Naval Enlistment Weekly Returns, 1855-1891
e Navy and Marine Corps Officers, 1775-1900
e Navy Casualty Reports, 1776-1941
e Navy Survivors' Certificates (Approved and Disapproved)
e Navy Widows' Certificates (Approved and Disapproved)
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Web51tes for Umon Veteran Research

e Fold3z and Ancestry
Army Register of Enlistments 1789-1914
g Enlist By whom Period or Ege Occupation-r—:f—‘ﬁ"—‘- ll{e:gm k.

Date Duration l

/'b/ [
Il@‘mb"

Hair Completion

MM_ ; I‘M @ .%‘v-kﬂ . — 2/ "f
Rapahoe, Donegal, Ireland

Moran, Michael Leinster, Ireland

Moerz, William Willenberg or Wittenberg Germany
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DESCRIPTION OF
UNITED STATES ARMY

PUBLISHED EXCLUSIVELY IN THIS PAPER BY ORDER OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE U. 8. ARMY.

REGIMENT com
AND AGE.| EYES. HAIR. PLEXION. HEIGH. WHERE BORN. ' OCCUPATION. | DATE AND PLACE OF ENLISTMENT.| DATE AND PLACE OF DESEATION. REMARKS.
COMPANY.
[Rec. lstinf. | 36 [blue [brown |fair (6 8 |Rosguy, ireland |labourer  ||April 21, * Hamilton,Ohio [|Aug.93, * Newport bk’s Ky. |Second Desertio |
zquruu. Rec. RM.H.| 9 [blue |dark (dark [0 & |Beden, Germany saddler July n “ Norwalk, Ohio e % oo et [T -
Rec. oth Inf.| 94 |blue |light }mt 6 8 |Down, Ireland labourer Aug. 2, mlphh Pa. “ 96, *“ Philadelphia <
Rec. G.8.| 3 [gray |brown LA Donegal, Ireland segar-maker|| * 95 « “« g w o
- F| 23 |gray |black |dark |6 & |Dublin farmer  |[July 1, ¢« «"T “ o8 “
uoo-t f&lﬂ » Y ::t :rhk ’ ;} h, Ireland labourer S M, < Buffalo, N. Y. ,,»’f." “ Buffalo R
’n'-..a.' Tarral Wileax « gthin| 91 |hasal Iheamn |fain 510 Hartfard Man damakar o . 2z .- Y. s B T."’"; N. Y. en route to New-York |

- ——

07" A reward of Tuiary Dorrans will be paid to any person who shall apprehend and deliver a deserter to an offeer of the army at say Military Post or Recruiting Statioa.


https://shorturl.at/GM8y4
https://shorturl.at/0T4jE
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Websites for Union Veteran Research

Headstones Provided for Deceased Union Civil War Veterans, 1861-1904

o~
« Congress passed a series of acts
providing headstones and burials for
K wr" ol = honorably dlscharge_d Civil War_
— ] f[ /@ 5 ‘ veterans in both national and private
""""" 2 2 @ cemeteries
Cemetery . Al ?& --------------------------- « Contains headstone information
City or Town . @1/ / e %ﬂm. provided by the government for
County and State jaaé Len Y deceased veterans of the War of

1812 & the Civil War
* Most soldiers included in this
---------- database died between 1861 and
Headstone supplied.............ocovcurceen.... 7 I 1903, and gravestones were erected
by .. J “ /ZKMAM/L. between 1879 and 1903

-----------------------

\
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Websites for Union Veteran Resear

_

U.S., Headstone Applications for Military Veterans, 1925 - 1963

o
WAR DEPARTMENT / J PLEASE MAKE OUT AND RETURN IN DUPLICATE
O, Q. M. G. Form No. 623 : b‘% 6

AR ;
APPLICATION FQR HEADSTONE b
anvid D. Fhodes ﬂ Cos K 88 Ohio In"t': - (,/(/ s 4

U. S. Regiment.
State a?
RHODES, Devid D Pvt, K 88th 0.V, sept. 26-27
If World War veteran— Located in or near—
NAME OF CE TERY
Division |  State Emblem cITY STATE

Ho Allen | Hilledale oh,

NAME RAN COMPANY A DATE OF DEATH

Naone

7o BE SHIPPED To___ WTSs @(‘ Gr::'o’i : % permanenT AppREss Allem, Mich
~Allen, Hilledale 6o, liich. § g 10-3-1927

I hereby agree to the headstone at above aestination, freight prepaid
and properly gisce same st decedeat's grave. <y X

at__.

lirs. Wm Gratz , Conafynee:

10-3-1927

This cation is for the UNMARKED* grave of at It is understood the stone
will be and road or steamboat landing above indicated, at Government expense, freight
prepaid, and agreed it will be ifremoved and set up at private expense.

tState whether soldier, sailor, maffne, Army nurse, etc. lMrs. Wm. Gratz

, Applicant.
*Stones must not be requested for any grave at which a private stone, monument] or other permanen; marker is already erected or is to be erected. 3—8854

TR R s By R n—
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Web51tes for Umon Veteran Research

e FamilySearch

» Records vary by state
Civil War Service Records
Civil War Pension & Widows Pension Records
Freedmen’s Bureau Records

Old Soldier Homes

Veterans Cemetery Records and Burial Cards

1890 Census of Veterans and Widows

Applications for U.S. Military Veterans, 1925-1949
United States Records of Headstones of Deceased Union

Veterans, 1879-1903
United States Veterans Administration Pension Payment

Cards, 1907-1933




Soldiers discharges, 1863-1865
Authors: Ingham County (Michigan). County Clerk (Main : .

Authar)
Format: Books/Monographs/Book on Film
Language: English

Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the Genealogical
Society of Utah, 1975

Physical: on 1 microfilm reel ; 35 mm.

Notes

Microreproduction of ms.

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations o

Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, Michigan, Ingham - Military records

Location

| Family History Library

Film/Digital Notes (This family history center has 1 of 1 films/fiche.)

Note Location Collection/Shelf Film DGS Format

Soldiers discharges, 1863-1865 Family Histary Library United States & Canada Film 977064 4674162 Qﬂ
Item 3
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Discharge Records

Veteran Name

e Company

e Regiment

e Enrollment Date

e Discharge Date

e Discharge Place

e Reason for Discharge
e Birth Place and Date
e Physical Characteristics
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1916230

MILITARY HISTORY.

e ———r— g —_——— —

E Time and Place of Discharge
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Col Col Read | i -
Etz’;l?r ll:‘;r \\HI:?*[: Religion Occupation Res‘ﬁ:nl?isfl:lzsg?uem Masril:l;(lleor Name an d l‘::lcal:::: of Nearest |
e = e e ,_..-.—:': BRI ~A—“—— ——
Hs Neteeobeeryd.
Supplement this with an enlistment '/7
L (e N 3] 18 A TG ) Besere v ) ES s T e N MZ"‘“’_ ,

National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 1866-1938 — FamilySearch

Name

Enlistment/Induction
Location & Date

Service Details (Company, . :“
Unit)

Discharge Date

Military Disability
Information

Religion and Occupation

Residence (Street Address, ‘
City, County, State)

Marital Status & Name and | :
Address of Nearest Relative ;:



https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1916230

Grand Army of the Republic

Roster of the Department of Pennsylvania, Grand Army of the Republic

Roster of the Post Membership of the Department of Kansas, Grand Army of
the Republic

Grand Army of the Republic Records, lowa Posts : Indexes to Veterans ; Post
Membership Records

Grand Army of the Republic Utah membership

Journal of the Annual Encampment, Department of Michigan, Grand Army
of the Republic
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Requesting Pension & Service Records

il War General Pension Index for David D. Rhodes of Van Wert, Ohio
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Widow,

-----.---r-

CLASS.

Invalid,

-

i Widow,
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Requesting Pension & Service Records

National Archives CivilWarRecords.com

How to Order Older Military Service or Pension Records

Record Retrieval & Research at the National Archives

Select the type of Military Service or Pension Records (pre-1917) you need and select the Order Online or Download
the Form link:

Military Service Records

Order Online ';{ | Download the Form

Form Number: NATF 86
Use to: Order compiled records based on pre-1917 military service in the United States forces.

Military Pension/Bounty Land Warrant Applications

Order Online ';{ | Download the Form[&

Form Number: NATF 85
Use to: Order copies of military pension application files based on Federal (not State or Confederate) service
between 1775 and 1903 (before World War ).

Categories of pension/bounty land files available using NATF Form 85:
Order copies of military pension application files based on Federal (not State or Confederate) service between
1775 and 1903 {before World War 1).

Categories of pension/bounty land files available using NATF Form 85:
1. Acomplete Civil War and later pension application file (up to 100 pages), based on Federal (not State or
Confederate) military service during the Civil War or later (includes the Pension Documents Packet.)

A complete Federal pre-Civil War military pension application based on Federal military service before 1861
(includes the Pension Documents Packet.)

A pension document packet that contains reproductions of eight documents containing genealogical
information about the pension applicant, to the extent these documents are present in the file.

A complete miltary bounty land application file based on service 1775-1855 (includes only rejected
Revolutionary War applications).

https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-
service-records/pre-ww-1-records
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http://www.civilwarrecords.com/

Confederate Records 1861 and Beyond
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1 Looking at the State Level

2
. 184

. e Confederate soldiers and sailors enlisted or were recruited
at a local and state level

e Most individuals received discharges, pensions, payment
receipts, and other paperwork at a local or state level.

e All pension applications for assistance were reviewed by a
board to ensure the veteran had no other means of
support

e Depending on the state, widows and children were eligible
for support on a case by case basis

e Special censuses for veterans were collected periodically
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Websites for Confederate Veteran Research

e Fold3s
Confederate Amnesty Papers

Confederate Casualty Reports
Confederate Citizens File

Confederate Letters, 1861-1865
Confederate Navy Subject File

General Orders of Confederate War Dept

e Ancestry
U.S., Confederate Army Casualty Lists and Reports, 1861-1865
e U.S., Records of Confederate Prisoners of War, 1861-1865
e U.S., Pardons Under Amnesty Proclamations, 1865-1869
e Confederate Applications for Presidential Pardons, 1865-1867

e Pension Applications and Records - Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, Mississippi,
North Carolina, Texas, Virginia

i o
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Websites for Confederate Veteran Research

e FamilySearch (Familysearch.org)

» Records vary by state
Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers
County and State Pension Rolls, Indexes, and Records
State Veterans Censuses
Regimental Histories and Rosters

Applications Confederate Veteran Homes

Confederate States Army Casualties: Lists and Narrative
reports

Artificial Limb Vouchers for Confederate Service (South
Carolina), 1867-1869, 1880-1887

Muster lists of the Cherokee Confederate Indians
Register of Confederate Soldiers, Sailors and Citizens

who Died in Federal Prisons and Military Hospitals in the
orth, 1861-1865

e e
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. Enlistment and Postwar Documents

e Enlistment Oaths and Discharges
.« Consent for a Minor
- o Discharge - (Requests, Denials, Recommendations)

e Payments - (Requests or Receipts)
e Confederate Amnesty Papers
e Pension Applications
e Southern Claims Commission Files
e Veteran Groups & Reunions

e Newspaper Obituaries




The federal government required men who had supported the Confederacy to take an oath of allegiance to the United States
or obtain a presidential pardon before they could regain enfranchisement

<= Georgia Reconstruction Registration Oath Books, 1867-1868 (FamilySearch)

LHIH0E g‘“! ! E -;: LAY
p rg-me this 04? ‘doy
I A ihathe rosides Z.
_ A, A OUNTY, who states he in the —Election M-nddd:a
= 3 i : ies oath uloﬂmrl
® Patrick Hendrick /‘” ‘ ) Samuel Bryson :
8 ; / T ~ . _.de solemnly swoar Y —~= //““.,( /Mm ~ do solemnly swear
_? = ’*m" Almighty God; that T am & mg‘m\‘&ﬂ ...u.‘.'ﬁ TR S i ST in the presence of Almighty God, that I am a citizen of the ‘Gremora; (het L have resided fuwsald State for /< months -
o~ w,muuy.mml-mo&w«‘ Qﬁ'& { e ae in waid Stato; “that 1 - mpmou;ngﬂahday.-u now reslde in the County of Gl v, L’«{ Mmm«/. in said Siate; that
ot m 21 years 014 { {hat I'have not been disfranchised for partietpation in uynumu e against the United u-u;.. nor for felony com- :.‘-:‘uz“‘" old; ':: “ .“.': nol M”:M-d for partieipation in any rebellion ‘or efvil war against the United States, nor for felony
. s p L ‘mitted against the I Wmumnuwum beon a member of lature, executive against aws of any or the United Biates; that I have been ber of 8 inln hold
s sty vl hopesprsippn S mcpalttmivintegesitoyes Brumdriog : m». ..:;..: the n.u'.:’ ..':'.::c_ .n':_'::{. the ._.: exeautive or judicial office in any Sinte, and afierward 'h i u: nun-: :;-u the '6'3..«".2.'..".1‘.. .';: ;‘x'.'.....'z
;S{? Born in Ireland and naturalized on 27" of August 1866 in the County Court of Chatham County Born in Ireland and naturahzed in September 1857 in the City Court ofthladelphla Penn.
R m or e UT EEYUW W mew W oTne I IR WL IRITETUNY SUDDOTT T UST - o N I P GRS s o s dnstan daddng T T v — - w— T
— TUHON KOG VDU THO IMWE OF IHE U BIteu G WILL O e UNw) O Y S OUILY; SUCOUTAEY OIIETS 8010 U0, DO BeIP MY, WO * } B0 ilp me, God.” e T R T e e s T (o S T TR T e ve—ey e
’ 7 ’ |
The said ... . dis £ dé& /(M M&&f : ... furtherswears._.. ... The said &_\_,T/,c ool /& L2 forthor swenrs |
that he bas not been previously registered under the provisions of “An act supplementary to ‘an act to provide for that he hos not been pnvnoud,y registered under the prp‘élonl of “An Act oupplemenhry to ‘an act to provide for
the more efficient government of the rebe! States'—passed March 2, 1867—and to fucilitate restorgtion,” under this the more oﬁeneut government of the rebel States’—passed March 2, 1887—and to facilitate
or any other name, in this or any other moehon ict ; lnd ?{ th was born in . :
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. Pension Records

e Veteran Name, place and date of birth, previous and current residency
e Physical injuries and conditions
e Name of wife and dependents
Property ownership and income
e Witness accounts and affidavits

e Widow and dependent pension applications
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Veteran Publications

w e Confederate Veteran Magazine (1893-1930)
o o https://bit.ly/2SH2Aor
- o United Confederate Veteran Association Pamphlets, Reunion

Books, Official Programs, and Meeting Minutes

e UCVA Archive Collection

https://www.lib.Isu.edu/sites/default/files/sc/findaid /1357.pdf



https://bit.ly/2SH2A0r
https://www.lib.lsu.edu/sites/default/files/sc/findaid/1357.pdf

Veterans and Widows Questionnaires

= Alabama, U.S., Questionnaires of Widows of Confederate Soldiers, 1927
(Ancestry)

Arkansas Confederate Veterans Questionnaires
https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/confederate-veterans-
questionnaires/

New York, U.S., State Veterans' Questionnaires, 1861-1991 (Ancestry)

Tennessee Civil War Veterans' Questionnaires
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/tennessee-civil-war-veterans-
questionnaires

Utah, U.S., Military Records, 1861-1970 (Ancestry)



https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/confederate-veterans-questionnaires/
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/tennessee-civil-war-veterans-questionnaires
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