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Where do I start? 

• Family Stories

• Who told you and when?  Write it down!

• Does more than one person know the story?  Write it down!

• Examine available family documents

• Do you have a published or personal family tree?

• Does the tree have source citations?

• Are you or was an ancestor a member of a lineage society?

• Create (or reevaluate) a family tree using a subscription service or free

site

• Seek assistance from library staff, lineage societies, FamilySearch

centers, or local genealogy experts

• Plan a research budget which includes subscription costs, paid

research & membership fees

Databases and Resources – Paid Sites 

American Ancestors (New England Historic Genealogical Society) 

www.americanancestors.org  

• Individual Membership - $99.95

• Family Membership - $119.95 (three members in the same household)

• Three-month Membership - $34.95

o Spilling the Tea: Researching Boston Tea Party Patriots

(YouTube) https://rb.gy/43nj3

Ancestry  www.ancestry.com 

• Library Edition available at most public libraries (in-library use only)

• Individual subscription runs $300-$500 per year depending on

subscription package

• AARP Members receive 30% discount on Ancestry.com for their first

year

• Retired and active military have free remote access to Ancestry

through the DOD MWR Libraries website online

https://dodmwrlibraries.org/biography-genealogy

http://www.debradudek.com/
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Societies and Organizations 

Boston Tea Party Descendants Program  

https://www.bostonteapartyship.com/boston-tea-party-descendants 

• Lineage Member category: anyone who is a descendant with

documented lineage to any of the following groups:

o Boston Tea Party Participants, Loyal Nine, Boston Sons of

Liberty, North End Caucus, St. Andrew’s Lodge, Ship guard

volunteers, Signers of November 1773 petitions to town

selectmen

o $400 application fee/$125 annually

• Eyewitness to History category: descendants with documented

lineages to the following groups:

o Inhabitants of Boston in 1773, Eyewitnesses to history (family

lore etc.)

o $400 application fee/$100 annually

• Co-Conspirator’s category: A yearly fee for researchers, educators, or

the general public that would like to support the program, with access

to the Boston Tea Party Descendants landing website

o $75 annually

Boston Tea Party Society    https://www.bostonteapartysociety.org/ 

o $90 for one year or $540 for lifetime membership

National Society, Daughters of the American Revolution  

https://www.dar.org/national-society/genealogy   

• Extensive genealogical collection  https://www.dar.org/library/dar-

library-research-guides

o Research assistance offered by local chapters

o Genealogy How-To Guides

o 84,000 Family Bible Records

o Forgotten Patriots

o Researching British-Occupied Areas

• DAR Ancestor Search - https://rb.gy/9fp6c

• DAR Descendant Search - https://rb.gy/5keao

National Society Sons of the American Revolution  https://www.sar.org/ 

o Extensive genealogical resources online, with a several online

research services and databases https://www.sar.org/genealogy-

resources/

o Some items are available by request, others are freely available

online or to download

https://www.bostonteapartyship.com/boston-tea-party-descendants
https://www.bostonteapartysociety.org/
https://www.dar.org/national-society/genealogy
https://www.dar.org/library/dar-library-research-guides
https://www.dar.org/library/dar-library-research-guides
https://rb.gy/9fp6c
https://rb.gy/5keao
https://www.sar.org/
https://www.sar.org/genealogy-resources/
https://www.sar.org/genealogy-resources/
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o Site also includes instructional PDF guides on how to use

genealogical websites, and SAR specific educational videos

General Society Sons of the Revolution  https://sr1776.org/   

Order of the Founders and Patriots of America https://ofpa.org/ 

Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America  

https://www.nationalsocietydfpa.com/ 

Databases and Resources – Free Sites 

• Massachusetts Archives

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/archives/archives.htm

• Newberry Library    www.newberry.org

• FamilySearch   www.familysearch.org

o Legal Materials Regarding the Boston Tea Party

https://bit.ly/3OElalb

• Internet Archive   www.archive.org

• Hathi Trust   babel.hathitrust.org

• Chronicling America https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

Books 

• A Retrospect of The Boston Tea-Party with a Memoir George R.T.

Hewes (1834) https://rb.gy/6myd4

• The Yankee Tea-Party; or, Boston in 1773 by Henry C. Watson

(1851) https://rb.gy/iyhda

• Tea Leaves: Being a Collection of Letters and Documents Relating to

the Shipment of Tea to the American Colonies in the year 1773, by the

East India Tea Company by Francis S. Drake (1884)

https://rb.gy/uod0r

• Boston Tea Party: Daring Deeds of the Old Heroes by Henry Watson

(1888) https://www.loc.gov/item/02002977/

• When Boston Braved the King by William Eleazar Barton (1899)

https://rb.gy/gmwr0

• Grandfather's Chair: True Stories from New England History by

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1901)  https://rb.gy/anlfu

• Defiance of the Patriots: The Boston Tea Party and the Making of
America by Benjamin L. Carp (2011) https://rb.gy/mi4y7

• Boston in the American Revolution: A Town versus an Empire by
Brooke Barbier (2017) https://rb.gy/mi4y7
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